
✦Intro:  Faces tell us about people.  Faces reveal inside things.  We say 
things like:

✦“It was written all across his face... that he was in love.”  
✦You know what I mean. You can tell that your child, or maybe your 

wife, has just eaten another Oreo because you can “see it on her 
face!”  Iʼm just saying... 
✦[Just two days ago one member of this congregation was throwing 
spit wads at me in a restaurant and when I turned around and though 

she tried to hide it, the guilt was written all across her face!  I was 
peaceable about it though.  I calmly told her I was gonna work her 

into this sermon. Then again, maybe it was her husband...? Why that 
little...]

✦The fact that faces reveal so much is why masks can be so creepy or 
scary; we donʼt know what weʼre dealing with!   Did you know there are 

more individual muscles in your face than any part of your body?  With a 
slight adjustment of a few of them we can go from...

✦...dull and drab, to inquisitive
✦...pleased, to puzzled
✦A father can say, “Iʼm proud of you” from all the way across the 
gym, or a mother can warn you that if you donʼt take your hands off 

that store item and get your little hind end over here before she can 
count to three, there will be something uncomfortable about life when 

you get home –all with the blessed gift of the face!  (We kids used to 
call that last one the “evil eye”.  Itʼs something like using the Force in 

the Star Wars saga.)
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✦The face, is perhaps the first thing about a person that we really notice.  
Well, our text is all about the face.  Jesusʼ face to be exact.  The text 

literally says...
✦verse 51:  he “set his face” for Jerusalem...
✦verse 52: he sent messengers “before his face”
✦verse 53: the people did not welcome him because “his face was 

set toward Jerusalem.”
✦What does Jesus face tell us?
✦1. Jesus steadfast face tells me wants me.
✦A.  Jesus was not naive.  He was not funneled into the death of the cross. 

He chose it.  He knew what his mission was on the earth.  Donʼt let anyone 
suggest to you that he went into it blindly, or that he hadnʼt planned on the 

Good Friday betrayal, or the so called “turn of events” that led him to the 
tomb.  Oh no!  The message of the cross began in eternity before there 

ever was such thing as crucifixion. 
✦Jesus was not an innocent animal gingerly laying his foot in a trap.
✦Heading for Jerusalem was not mere fate.

✦It was a conscious decision to go.  The greek term is στηριζω:  it means 

to make fast, to support, to make immovable, as you would brace a wall, or 

tie your boat to the dock, or brace for impact.   So then,  this means that 
nothing could stop Jesus from going to Jerusalem.  Yeah? So whatʼs so 

special about that?  Glad you asked.
✦B.  For Jesus, Jerusalem was the place to die.  Jerusalem was where the 

Passover sacrifices weʼre brought and killed to expiate sin!  See, the end 
was in sight.
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✦v51 as the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven!  
Jesus had come from heaven to do this very thing!  It was time.  

Jesus is going to die a physical death and return to heaven.  This is 
the theme written in blood across the pages of Scripture:  when 

someone sins, someone dies.  Sin is not OK with God.  It is not a 
“works for you” option.  No sin, or anyone who ever sinned, makes it 

into heaven.  Sin gets killed.  Itʼs Godʼs way.  Only the beautiful and 
good is eternal.
✦OK, so that means terror is waiting in Jerusalem.  A murky skyline 
can be seen reflecting in Jesusʼ eyes.  And yet, he sets his face like 

flint, narrows his eyes, tightens his jaw, and heads into the flames 
that your evil choices created, and my sins deserve.

✦C. Listen people, when I tell you Jesus came to this earth to die so you 
wouldnʼt have to, you need to know he knew what he was doing, and he 

knew who he was doing it for.  The cross was his intentional gift to you and 
your name is on the wrapper.  Theologians call this “decisive atonement”.

✦In John 10 Jesus says he knows his sheep and they know him and 
he lays his life down for his sheep.  He says he has sheep in other 

“sheep pens” and he must rescue them too.  This is a picture of a 
savior who knows exactly who he came to rescue.  It wasnʼt just 

whoever might be there.  He didnʼt come with a mere offer, and a 
wringing of the hands in hopes someone would buy a ticket.  No, he 

came with a divine list, so to speak. A full knowledge of all he was 
after.
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✦ So if you feel a love for this person Jesus welling up inside, if you 
are a believer in Christ, you gotta know itʼs because he decided he 

wanted you.  He came for you on purpose.  Oh the grace and 
immensity of this gift!

✦Sometimes we see vague examples of this in human life as well.  Military 
Rangers are special-forces types.  For 200 years in our country the Ranger 

motto has been Sua Sponte, “I chose this.”  I volunteered for this hardship.  
I give my life for this cause.  No one is making me!  

✦I want you to see that in Jesus face.  Jesus is the groom and the 
church is his bride.  This is no shotgun wedding.  He picked her from 

afar, pursued her, and committed to her with wild disregard for her 
flaws, or the aging of her body.  Itʼs a love we mirror in marriage, such 

a gift no one can ever deserve.
✦2. Jesus steadfast face tells me God wants my salvation.
✦A. Many folks think of God as a kind of rich fellow that offers jobs to 
people who need them.  He doesnʼt mind helping you.  But heʼs not going 

to let his factory get burned down just to help you get on your feet.  He got 
extra to dole out.  But itʼs not like heʼs inviting you home. This is not a good 

picture of God. God is not OK with your benefit, he is passionately in 
pursuit of it.  God is in pursuit of your good future.  You heard me right.  

Thatʼs what salvation is: our good future.  God doesnʼt have a people 
collection on the shelves of heaven.  God doesnʼt need a tool box full of 

different people.  His pursuit of us is a love that is for us.  Itʼs a giving thing
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✦The picture of scripture is a God who thinks about his people like a 
grandpa thinks about his granddaughter, or lover thinks about her 

sweetheart. 
✦God thinks about you like a parent thinks about his child addicted to 

heroin, and wants to turn over heaven & earth to get her help.
✦God thinks about you like a child who hides an alcoholic parents 

booze.  He wants the salvation of the one he loves more than 
anything. 

✦B.   Now notice this: at every turn Jesus faced opposition.
✦v53 tells us the Samaritans (a sort of by-racial jew population in 

constant competition with Jews) wouldnʼt welcome him in their towns 
because he was going to the Jewish capital!  Jesus was a fan of the 

wrong team in their neck of the woods.  We donʼt talk about the Bears 
in Indie!  Oh no! 
✦v 54  The disciples are a little discomforted about it all.  You can tell 
they feel a little like Elijah in 2 Kings 1.  There we read that the evil 

King of Israel, Ahaziah, was trying to capture the prophet Elijah.  
Twice he sent 50 soldiers to capture him but Elijah called down fire 

from heaven that destroyed them all.  He said, “If I am a man of God, 
may fire fall from heaven...” and it did. 
✦So the disciples are feeling it here, can you tell? They know theyʼre 
with a man of God!  We donʼt have to take this, Jesus!   Theyʼre like, 

“Jesus, you want we should make doz guyz be swimming wit da 
fishes, eh Boss? We cud like, hurt ʻem for youz, boss.”
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✦But Jesus could not be sidetracked with concern for his image, or 
reputation.  He was not concerned to convince the Samaritans that he was 

really a nice guy after all. Jesus face was set.  He had a bulldog 
determination to get the mission done.  This face is one that will not let 

something else sabotage his plans. The hurt to his pride that comes with 
rejection didnʼt even slow him down.  Nor did it make him combative.  

✦[Little side note though:  Does anyone know the last place Jesus 
was before getting to Jerusalem and the Palm Sunday triumphal 

entry?  Jericho.  And while Jesus was passing through Jericho, he did 
have time to be sidetracked by two more people in need of 

compassion:  Blind Bartimaeus, the beggar; and Zack the IRS agent.  
Bart was a beggar people told to shut up and not bother the famous 

preachers parade.  Zach was a despised government spy/hatchet 
man targeting and auditing and fining his own people for Rome. But 

the steadfast face had time for both.  So donʼt go telling yourself, 
especially after youʼve sinned in some way, that God is disgusted with 

you and you should not bother him.  Thatʼs just nonsense.  You, my 
friend, you flawed and stained, and secretly dirty person are the 

object of this steadfast face of love.  You and I are what he wants.]
✦C.  By the way, do we know what Jesus mission was? 

✦“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him.” John 3:17, NIV.

✦I know what you think.  You think that things can kind of change Jesus 
view of you. You think that because you ruined your marriage Jesus is mad 

and not to keen on blessing your life, much less saving you.  You think that 
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after all the immoral things youʼve done, the “walls of the church would 
cave in” if you came there.  You think that God shakes his head in knowing 

pity after you are selfish again, or rude again, or foul again.  You think God 
is like the friends who, when you hurt their feelings, donʼt want to be friends 

anymore.  
✦You think that because you are bad, God has no good thought about you, 

but you are wrong.   The steadfast face tells you that.   His flinty face glows 
with determined compassion and your sins cannot dull that glow. 

✦Several years back National Geographic ran a story about the 
forest fires in Yellowstone National Park.  Rangers trekked up one of 

the mountains to assess the damages. One of them found a bird, 
literally petrified in the ashes, perched statuesquely on the ground a 

the base of a tree.  Sickened by the erie sight, the ranger knocked the 
bird over with a stick.  When he struck it, three tiny chicks scurried out 

from under the dead motherʼs wings.  Now, the mother could have 
flown away to safety.  But instinctively knowing the smoke would rise 

and choke the chicks in the nest, she had brought them to the ground 
and covered them with herself, and let herself burn to death while 

they lived under her wings.  She remained steadfast in the face of the 
furnace.  They remained alive.  That my friends, a picture of Christ 

does for us, and what he thinks of us. 
✦The last time Jesus was in Jerusalem before Passover he said this:

✦““O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those 
sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a 
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hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!” Luke 
13:34, NIV.

✦So Jesus face tells us of a God who will not go away. Not because he is a 
pest, but because he is in love with us. Try saying that to your self:  “God is 

in love with me.”
✦Conclusion:  Let me give one more bit of OT background.  It comes from 

the Suffering Servant text in Isaiah 50.
✦“I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out 
my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting. Because the 
Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore have I set my face 
like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame. He who vindicates me is near. 
Who then will bring charges against me? Let us face each other! Who is my 
accuser? Let him confront me! It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me. Who is 
he who will condemn me? They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat 
them up. Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the word of his servant? 
Let him who walks in the dark, who has no light, trust in the name of the LORD 
and rely on his God.” Isaiah 50:6-10, NIV.

✦This face is an expectant face, one with confident eyes.  Jesus set his 

face because he was sure of the eventual outcome of his mission.  Satan 
would accuse, but it would not slow him. The horror of is all would try to 

slow his pace, but he would not be stopped, though he found it despicable 
(Heb.12:1-2).
✦Now listen, people go willingly to their deaths all the time.  But this isnʼt 
just any person.  We often call them “martyrs for a cause.”  But this is 

different.  Sometimes martyrs go to death to make a name for themselves.  
Jesus already had the name above all names.  Martyrs sometimes go to 
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death in hopes of reaching heaven.  Jesus already owned heaven and had 
come from there.

✦“Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something 
to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to death--even death on a cross!” 
Philippians 2:6-8, NIV. 

✦Martyrs sometimes go to death to show their passion for a cause and 
inspire others to follow the cause.  Jesus indeed has passion for the cause, 

but the cause is you, your soul,  your unending living!  And he is not 
inspiring you to follow, in the sense that you must now achieve greatness 

as well by following his example.  No, he has set his face unto death to give 
you greatness!

✦“He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world 
did not recognise him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God-- children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husbandʼs will, but born of God.” John 1:10-13, NIV.

✦
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